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A final word from outgoing councilmen

BY JANEL Davis’
AND SEAN R. SEDAM
STAFF WRITERS

Outgoing County Councitmen Howard
A. Denis, Thomas E, Perez, Steven A, Silver-
man and Michael 1. Subin each brought
different leadership styles and agendas o
the County Council.

This month they will take their unique

personalities along with 38 years of com-
bined experience on the council with
them s they depart. Before leaving, the
tour reflected on the counity and the chal

lenges they are leaving behind for a new
council, which takes office Monday, The
forecast for the vears ahead includes many
unknowns, including a county budget that
must balance increasing demands for
social services, transportation and a well-
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etucated workforce, .

How well the new council and the new
county executive will cooperate to
address those challenges remains 1o be
sgen as the county prepares to follow
years of consistent development with an
era of leadership adamant on slowing
growth.
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Incoming councl

With Republican Denis gone, the
council will consist solely of Democ-
rats working alongside County Exec-
utive-elect Isiah “Tke" Leggett
Leppett (D), a former county council-
man and Howard University kaw pro-
fessor, takes over after 12 years of
leadership from County Fxecutive
Douglas M. Duncan (D). Heading up
the councl will most liely be long-
time incumbent Marilyn J. Praisner
{D-Dist. 4} of Calverton.

“1 think the county is in great
hands. These are two of the steadbost
pairs of hands in the county,” Perez
[E-DMst. 5) of Takoma Park said about
Praisner and Leggett.

"[Praisner| will be strong on the
issues, and also in helping redefine
the council’s relationship with the
school board,” said Denis (R-Dist. 1)
of Chevy Chase,

Perez said the council needs “to
get back to the basics™ by repairing
the puhliuﬂ:rust in t!:e planning
Process am anteeing an effec-
tive: Board nﬂi::lunr:a.rt‘innn.

Silverman (D-At large) of Siiver
91“1!!3 noted the small differences in

meml:ers approach to the

budget.
“1 think vou've got a clear fiscal
split,” he said. “The difference

between the fiscal conservatives and
the fiscal liberals on the coumeil for
the past four years has been at most
$10-million our of a 54 billion budger."
Sitverman. said he expects “a
collaborative process between
md the council p;rven that that's
what he came from."
The biggest increase in neat yeatr's

LOOKING FORWARD IN MONTGOMERY

“Where that's going to play out is
when Te puts out his first budget
because that's where the debate gets
joined,” he said.

Leggstt

Leggett is a popular county
leader, but he has been eriticized for
his measured leadership style, His
four former colleagues figure his
style will serve the county wedl.

“Ike will be a principal spokesman
across the state. T have no doubt
about Tkes leadership. This is a guy
who's stared down the barrel of a gun
in Viemanm. Pessimisis who criticize
Tke are missing the mark,” Pereg sabd.

“He can have weeth of iron when
he needs to, He does things his own

way, and that way should not be mis-
taken for weakmess,” Denis sald.
Subin and Silverman noted the

for the relationship between the new
executive and new council t devel-

The questions. Subin said, are,
“How's all that going to mesh?
Wheze's the balance of power going
to lief”

Te will take time to see what kind
of executive Leggett will be, said Si-
verman, who lost to Leggett in the
Demoeratic primary.

“Ike's been out of government
four vears,” he said. "Its a different
county government than it was even
four years ago. [am confidens that he
will do the right thing,”

According to state Planning
Depariment projections, the coun-
3-'5 population, which stood at

most 930,000 last year, is expect-
ed to reach 1 million by 2010, the
final year of the new council’s first
term.

One of the new council's most
important actions will be a review of
the county’s growth policy, which
sets limits on development. The
counel relased that policy -— which
is reassessed every two years — in
2003, allowing for mose development
in some areas.

The growth rate, which boomed
under Duncan, has slowssd with a
downtirn of the housing market.
Growth remained one of the main
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councilmen size up new scene
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(Clackwise from left) Thomas £ Perez, Michael L. Subin, Steven A. Sitverman
and Howard A. Denis will leave the Montgomery County Council this year, leav
ing behind 38 curmulative years of councll dxperience. Thair last councl sessic
was Tuesday. They agres for the most part that the county is in good shape,
but gach sees room for improvement for the next council, which will be sworr
in Dec. 4. Tha new members are Roger Berliner, replacing Denis in District 1;
Valerie Ervin, replacing Perez in District 3; and Marc Elich and Duchy
Trachtenberg, replacing Silverman and Subin in the atdarge fiald,

themes during the County Council
and county executive campaigns,
but the outgoing councilmen down-
played how big an impact the coum-
cil w‘.lhaveor%

“1 think the w:vnumy will detes-
mine the growth rate more than any
tinkering with the annual growth
policy,” Denis said.

Silvermean, who led the effort w0
revise the 2003 policy, has main-
tained fhat the county’s growth rate
is sufficient and a could
Iead to problems. =

“Unless there is some magic
solution that someone’s going to
come up with o provide resources,
we're going to find ourselves stuck in
the same raffic congestion that we're
stuck in now, four years from now,”
b said,

in the county for abowt 75,000 o
units. Planning Board Chairman Roy
Hanson said eariier this month that
the current prowth rale only abe
5,000 new affordable housing un
can be built over the next 20 years.

As the population increases,
do the residential demands of 4 lar
er workforce. The new County Cou
cil and executive will hive to addre
these demands q'uickly in order
ke the county’s teachers and pu
lic: safety employees in Montgome
Silverman seid.
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“Wi're always going to have a
shortage of affordable and middie-
class housing in (his county,” Silver-
man suid. “Where we can have the
biggest impact that will wansform
our community is focesing on early
«hildhood.”

Education

Spending on schools iIncreased by
e than 90 percent and aceounted
for glmost halt of the county budget
churing Duncan’s tentise.

The school system is moving in
che vight direction, said Subin, a five-

Humian Services and juvernile Ser-
vices, the school sysiem and faw
enforeement agencies,

%mmeschmls}mm needs i
phay b= mole and Lo help identify those
kids and work within their means,
they cun't de it alone,” Subin said.

The growing dessand for higher
education presents perhaps the most
pressing concern for the counck,
sald Subin, who is a strong advocaie
of Montgomery College's open-
enredhment policy.

"It's golng to mean mone funding
for a greater percentage of ull-time
professors,” be said. “The faciliues’

ther for it,” he said. "Tt's%zlng o be

afffuent comumurdty with o

(henld(‘.hmesepnmm : he mmenmreﬂm of the changi
cursed and Hve in }‘Il?l‘l-':k" ﬁ‘f._mmq. r:u?nE
eem 15 than the mast aftected
W by the decisions of the council are
not al the table”
Leggett and the new council will County leaders will have 10 Daw.
faa: dva normal adiministrative chad- additional outreach efforts, such as
ng pains, but previ-  community meetings and evun doo-
uua hmg;m easord the Imn:- o dhoor soficitations to get minorities
Lieary, Dhenis suid. maore involver, Perez said.

“I think Duncan and the rest af
the sitting| council hes put us or a
giidepammmduirmvlp‘:“ isions,”

“The rode of local government is
somietimes the only line of defense for
¥ County]

e gand.
Part of that glide pathinchedes 2

is blessed o have the capocity 1o
invast in himan capital in ways that
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cﬂ“m mmmdh!mwnhmhaadud ‘needs of the Rockville campus sre  good fiscal position, said Perez, who  other jurisdictions are not,” he said,
the council's Fdh i G is going  said the county can weather any "Ifs an exciting time to be in office”
two decades, 0 need 10 tial oy
ene:l?rmh.et’ladmingﬂm The col enrolls 55,064 stu- “We're [undamentally fiscally The future
“1 think the bi %can dents a year — inchuding more than  sound. One of Duncars s ks
mtaallymmeamauf'pubhclm-ld Mneﬂcmani]ilsmmlcm 22,000 full-time students — through  the continued triple-A bond mting,” Like the council, the lives of the
lhm‘smﬂnbhm-emcmnrgi dents and some of their white and  both credit and noneredit programs,  Perez said, “Its imp not to  departing council bers are in
ate better deads and rs  Asien-American peers, Subin said, inmore than 1 i study on ts the doom and gloom.” transition.
of affordable and mi 255 hous- “F'm frostrated in the fact that we  three campuses For .imrwtamﬂ.sﬂurhe Denis, whe said he would return
ing,” said Sibverman, who was disap-  were never able to really ger across Whilie the collejpe is essential to the  new admin will full time to his Capitol Hill job as staff
pointedmih:skmmufmaww until now tha the achievement gap s county’s econemic healih, fis needs  ing oy ities for minorities  dinector for U8, T‘llwmax 50
cil's affordable m!wnp]yauhszpmbhm. hesaid.  are growing at a time when the coun-  and redefining the county’s image. Dravis IT{R-Va), nakuaenfmganr}m
As available lnnd de-cmases. iy officlals plan to convene 1y economy i stowing, Subin said. “Going  outside  Montgomery  mansition team for Compiroller-clect
prices for limited housing units 2 gmup on ai-tisk children. The “Tenwy [the new council] for the  County, T learned that we have an Peter VR Franchot (1))
increase, priving ont many county  group will include representatives  challenges that they have and having  image problem,” Perez said. “There is Subin,“&w&pplledfuldwmm
resiclents, froms the departments of Health and  to deal with thesn. And 1 den't ey a perception that we Ill!a lily-white,  gomery Collegs bt vmb

not chasen as a final *u,u
his faw practice, bt s alsn watghms
other opportunities.

Hex &nd Perez, who was disquali-
fied from the atterney general’s race
this year, are serving on Leggert's
tansition team. Perez also & teach-
ing classies at University of Maryland
Law Schoul and 10 1eman
imvolved in state politics.

Silverman has not considered
another run for poditical office, but
b, oo, is weighing apportunities,

“ Four years Is a Hfetime away, " he
s, "1 would like 10 remain active e
ine publicarena . <o, we'll see”



